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BREEDING

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y ’ s 
P E T f a s h i o n  w e e k
GROWING PAINS, BUT STILL THE RIGHT STUFF!
OK, let me start by saying that, yes, like so many peo-
ple, I miss the fashion show and the cocktail party we 
had in 2008! Who wouldn’t miss the food and drink, 
music, and high-end, high intensity runway fashions, 
the likes of which New York City is famous for! It was 
not be this year, in the current tough economy, but Pet 
Fashion Week (PFW) still provided a quality event.  

What I get from 
PFW -- and this is 
my third year at-
tending and covering 
the event -- is see-
ing high-end, inter-
national pet fashion 
industry leaders dis-
playing their wares in 
a friendly gallery-like 
setting.  

The event was held 
in the Metropolitan 
Pavilion, an intimate 
setting, where the 
vendors from loca-
tions ranging from 
all over the United 

States to South America, Hong Kong, Italy, and Swe-
den, were able to spend quality time with attendees. It’s 
also a nice place to meet up with friends, old and new, 
who share the same love for pets and pet merchandise.

FIT DESIGN STUDENTS
PFW, again teamed up with NY’s Fashion Institute of 
Technology (FIT) , who had a display in the lobby by 
some of their students interested in the blossoming pet 
design industry! What a nice opportunity for these stu-
dents. FIT now offers classes in pet fashion. A sign of 
the times! These designs will travel with the show, when 
it occurs in Soa Paulo, in Feb 2010.

JILLI DOG VIDEO TAPING
We did a video taping for the media with J Mikel Sacher 
and her excellent crew! Jilli  showed off her tricks and 
we gave a few tips! We had a great time, and thank the 
folks from the Brazil booth for allowing space and time 
to do this taping! I certainly enjoy and see the need for 
the major shows and events, but PFW has an inviting 
warmth to me, and I look forward to it each year, and 
I look forward to being there as it rebuilds and  grows!
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Pictures: •1 At the Bling Bone Booth •2 Dana Humphrey, owner Whitegate Public Relations: “It was so great to see 
the classics in the pet industry, such as CeCe Kent and meet so many new fresh designers at this year ’s NYC Pet Fashion 
Week. Next year, I would love to see NYC PFW bring the runway show back and open it up to the public for a day.” 
•3 David Frei, Director of PR Westminster Kennel Club and ‘Voice of Westminster Dog Show TV’, with Uno, Rick and 
Jil l i. “Pet Fashion Week is a fun reminder about how we think of our dogs as family. They do so much for us, it is always 
good if we can do something that is fun for them and fun for us.” said David. •4 Beth Joy Knutsen and Bella Starlet Dog 
(America’s Greatest Dog, TV): “That was our first time at pfw. It was very tiny in comparison to the big trade shows we 
do, but i suppose that’s a sign of the times.” 5 Maria Coder, publisher City Pet Guide: “Pet Fashion Week started out very 
well then took a hit in the economy, as did so many other pet-related ventures. This year ’s event was once again start-
ing to gain momentum and I am hopeful next year ’s soiree will be even better. •6 Marie Shelto and Bocker the famous 
Labradoodle:  “Though I am a BIG dog in a small dog world, I really felt at home with all my friends at Pet Fashion Week. 
It was a high-end but low-key event which made it really enjoyable.” •7 Nikki Figular (Obsessive Chihuahua Disorder) 
with Rick and her partner Jayson Maksymovich •8 Karen Biehl and Eli •9 Stella Panzarino (left), pet advocate/rescue: 
“The best part about PFW was seeing my friends and their doggies!!! The vendors were  nice and the products were 
generally more upscale. Not always in my budget, but I enjoyed the “window” shopping and checking out the merchan-
dise. I was surprised, and disappointed at how small it was. I look forward to it growing with time.” •10 Aunt Christine 
and Giorgio, The Naked Canine: “This was our first visit to Pet Fashion Week, and, both Giorgio and I loved it. I was a 
little disappointed that there weren’t any ancillary events (like a fashion show by the FIT students and featuring dogs up 
for adoption), and, surprised that the exhibit itself wasn’t open to the general public. PFW is also great for people with 
dogs that are aspiring models, so, be sure to bring along your dog’s business cards and tear sheets.“ •11 Bjorn and Ann 
of Manfred Of Sweden. MOS was selected by FIT to discuss their ideas, because they are an example of a highly suc-
cessful design firm, that is one of the top design firms in the world. Bjorn said: “Without Pet fashion Week, New York and 
Mario Difante and Derek Difante, Manfred of Sweden would not be the number one brand in the world of dog clothing.” 
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Not In My Backyard! By Dale Taylor http://nimby.net

Pictures: •12 Jilli window shopping! •13 Jilli meets a friend! •14 A  nice reception at the DogsAreOk booth! •15 Truly Deevine, 
has a chrystal decorated bed, under a security glass! •16 Jorge Benderski, Groomer Has it, busy at work! •17 Rick and Jilli visit the 
Jess and Co booth. •18 Nikki Figular and Jay, watching as L’Azzura photographs their pup in one of their outfits! •19 Jilli with staff from 
Brazil booth, doing her “ACHOO” trick!-) •20 Jilli successfully pushes the wagon across the floor! •21 J Mikel and her wonderful 
crew! Nice people, very professional! •22 Rick and Jilli Dog visit Fido Friendly booth... •23 Best Friends Forever! Jilli and Bocker The 
Labradoodle... •24 Rick and Jilli visit the folks at Poochi Kiss booth •25 Visiting the Modern Dog booth! •26 • 27 • 28 Posing with 
some good buddies from all over!... PFW is a great place to meet with nice dawg lovers!-) Lisa Alexander, Ada Nieves and Vanilla, 
Marie Shelto and Bocker, Karen Biehl and Eli, Matt Wayne (rear), Rick Caran and Jilli Dog, Stella Panzarino and Chico, Lucy Madeiros...
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